Report: GCOMM 2006

The Global Consultation on Music in Missions in St. Paul (July 11-15) was a wondrous gathering of some 250 missionaries and nationals from around the world, who are involved in the encouraging and fashioning of culturally indigenous worship music among various people groups. Its theme was “Every Music – Every Voice – Every Heart.” We heard a wonderful diversity of native instruments and sang in a wide variety of different languages. There were also messages, lectures, panel discussions and workshops on various aspects of “ethnomusicology” (the study of the musics of various people groups) and its sibling “ethnodoxology” (a newly coined word referring more specifically to different people’s worship expressions).

What a vibrant representation, in all its God-honoring diversity, of the worship of our brother and sisters from many “tribes and tongues and people and nations”! I had the honor to speak twice to the gathering, on the topics “The Gospel: A Call to Worldwide Worship” and “The Bridge: Worship and Culture.” 

