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Donald A. Carson, leading New Testament scholar  (serving as Research Professor of New Testament at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and author of almost 50 books) and sometimes hymnwriter (see www.christwaymedia.com), earlier showed his interest in the study of worship when he edited a collection of articles entitled Worship: Adoration and Action in 1993 (re-published in 2002 by Wipf and Stock Publishers).

Chapters 2-4 feature pastors of prominent Anglican, non-denominational and Presbyterian congregations respectively, who give interesting insights as to how their own theology of worship is carried out in practice in their churches. But it is chapter 1, authored by Carson himself, which is particularly valuable: it alone is worth the price of the book. In this chapter Carson offers his own expanded definition of worship (see below), which he then proceeds to unpack before ending with a helpful list of practical applications. His treatment is sane and gracious, full of rich biblical insights yet pastorally sensitive and realistic. And his analysis of different writers’ contributions to the worship debate is also quite incisive and insightful.

The fifty pages of this chapter comprise a fascinating “mini-theology” of worship which could form the basis for intensive study and fruitful discussion among pastors, worship leaders, church lay leaders and worship committees.
Carson’s expanded definition of worship (Chapter 1, “Worship under the Word,” p. 26)
Worship is the proper response of all moral, sentient beings to God, ascribing all honor and worth to their Creator-God precisely because he is worthy, delightfully so. This side of the Fall, human worship of God properly responds to the redemp-tive provisions that God has gra​ciously made. While all true worship is God-centered, Christian wor​ship is no less Christ-centered. Empowered by the Spirit and in line with the stipulations of the new covenant, it manifests itself in all our living, finding its impulse in the gospel, which restores our relationship with our Redeemer-God and therefore also with our fellow image-​bearers, our co-worshipers. Such worship therefore manifests itself both in adoration and in action, both in the in-dividual believer and in corporate worship, which is worship offered up in the con-text of the body of believers, who strive to align all the forms of their devout ascription of all worth to God with the panoply of new covenant man​dates and examples that bring to fulfillment the glories of antecedent revelation and anticipate the consummation.
