Worship Brochure

Worship: Our Gift to God  (Kids Edition)
Worship is the way we say thanks to God: for being so wonderful; for being so good to us and especially for sending Jesus to die for us so that our sins might be forgiven, so that we might become Christians, and so that we might go to heaven.

We can worship God wherever we are, and even if we are alone; but one very special way to worship is together with the people in our church. Together we can sing, and pray, and study the Bible. God loves to see His people come together to praise Him.

It is important to remember that worship is a gift to God out of thankfulness for all the thousands of ways He has blessed us. Worship is for God. That means that when we come together here at church to worship God, the most important thing is not whether it’s interesting or exciting or enjoyable to us. It’s for God, and the main thing He wants is that we have a thankful heart and that we show in the way we sing and pray and listen.

Churches do their worship services in different ways. Here are five things we try to do here at First Evan in our worship services. See how many you can find when you attend a morning service.
God-Centered Worship
This means that in worship we talk and sing about God, not about ourselves or other people. Through the songs and readings and prayers and sermons we think about God and thank Him for what He has done for us.

Reverent Worship
This means that when we come to God in worship, we remember that He is holy and awesome and glorious. We can be happy and have a good time in worship (the Bible tells us to "rejoice in the Lord!"), but we should always remember that He made us, He is our heavenly Father, and He deserves our respect. 

Thematic Worship
This means that every Sunday morning our time of singing and praise teaches us about a particular thing, or "theme," about God. For example, obviously at Christmas all the songs and readings will be about the birth of Jesus; and at Easter time we’ll sing songs and hear Bible verses about Jesus rising from the dead. But on other Sundays we’ll do something like only having songs and readings which talk about God’s love, or about Jesus as the Lamb of God, or about God’s power. Something like that is chosen every Sunday so we can praise God for one special thing we know is true about Him: we want to thank Him for His love, thank Him for sending His Son to be the Lamb of God who died for us, we thank Him for His great power.

When you’re in a morning worship service at First Evan, why not try to figure out (from the Bible readings, the songs, and the titles in the bulletin) what the "theme" is for that Sunday-- what it is that we’re praising God for that Sunday. And then join in and thank God too for what He is!

Blended Worship
Your mom probably has something in her kitchen called a "blender." It’s a machine which mixes things together. Well, we don’t have a big machine in our service, but those who plan the services to try to blend some things together: they take songs which have been around for hundreds of years, and other songs which have perhaps been written just a few years ago, and mixes them together. One reason we like to do this is because different people like different kinds of songs, and we like to have different kinds of people come together to praise God in our services: young people, old people, short people, tall people, rich people, poor people. God loves them all, so we love them too in Jesus’ name, and we want them all to join together in praising God.

And every Sunday that mixture of songs will all talk about that’s day "theme": a mixture of old and new songs about God’s love, or something like that.

Participatory Worship
Now that’s a big word! It just means that everybody in the worship service should participate: should sing, or pray, or read together with everybody else-- because God likes to see everyone thanking Him. Worship isn’t something we sit and watch; it’s something we do! 

Of course, if you’ve never trusted Jesus as your Savior, then you’re not quite ready to worship God. First God wants you to understand that Jesus died for your sins, and wants to forgive you and give you eternal life. If you will believe that, and will accept and trust Jesus as your Savior, then He will save you. Then you’ll be a Christian, and one of the things that will be most important for you will be to worship God-- at home, at school, and at church with other Christians-- thanking God for giving you a new life and making you His child.

God loves to see and hear His children praising Him in worship! 

Worship also reminds us that God is always with us and is the most important thing in our lives-- not just at church, but all the time!

When we hear the Bible read and taught and preached in the worship service, it is really God talking to us through His Word; and we should listen because we want to thank and please God for being our Lord and Savior and Friend.

God has given us so much. Let’s thank Him with the only thing He wants in return: our worship. It’s our gift to God!
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