Book Review

WITH ONE VOICE: Discovering Christ’s Song in Our Worship (Baker Books, 2005)

Dr. Kidd is Associate Professor of New Testament and Dean of the Chapel at Reformed Theological Seminary. He has also served as a worship pastor in several different churches. This book is an expansion of concepts Kidd first treated in an article entitled “Bach, Bubba and the Blues Brothers,” which may be read at http://www.rts.edu/quarterly/summer99/kidd.html  to get a taste of his approach.
With the shorthand references of “Bach,” “Bubba,” and “the Blues Brothers,” Kidd delineates and compares three types of musical expression: art music, folk music and popular music. His main purpose is to provide an apologetic for accepting and appreciating each of these types as a legitimate vehicle for expressing the worship of God’s people. He builds his argument especially on Psalm 22, where he sees a prophetic description of the ministry of the exalted Christ among His chosen people from all walks of life. Kidd points out that Psalm 22:22 (also quoted in Hebrews 2:12) speaks of the risen Messiah singing in the midst of His people; and his contention is that the most important component of the Church’s song is the commonality of the living Christ actively leading us in our worship, no matter what from the outward musical expression may take. (See James B. Torrance, Worship, Community and the Triune God of Grace, [InterVarsity Press].) It is Christ’s song which gives pleasure to the Father, and which makes our approach possible and our worship acceptable.
Kidd is well- and widely-read, and draws upon a wide range of sources (ancient, historic, and modern; from the Church fathers to current rock lyrics; theology, literature and art) to help illustrate and defend his call for mutual understanding and acceptance of one another’s worship forms and practices. What Jesus accepts and endorses (according to Psalm 22), let no man despise!
The book is a rich resource of instruction on many key biblical texts, handled with integrity and skill; yet there is wonderful balance of personal anecdote and exhortation as well. Kidd writes with a sold biblical foundation for his arguments, yet at the same time with a warm pastoral heart. His desire and aim is to see God glorified by a riotous diversity of worship expressions lifted up by His redeemed people from “every tribe and tongue and people and nation” (Revel. 5:9), as well as by the mutual deference and the unity of His people. May it be so!
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