WHY DOES GOD WANT ALL THE GLORY?

The Dilemma

(photo; Bible is about God, HIS book)

1. Everything exists for God’s glory.

a. glory: sum total of perfections

b. Bible is the Story of His Glory

1) Creation (most basic fact, Gen- 1:1) of universe, us

NOT: lonely, needed someone to love, lacking something, not complete

WRONG: God perfect, lacks nothing; not lonely: Trinity

Didn’t NEED to—did to display His glory

2) Romans 1: didn’t glorify

3) Jesus Christ: John 1

4) Salvation: Eph. 1—redemption, adoption, etc.: “praise of His glory”

5) Live for His glory: 1 Cor. 10:31

6) All that happens: ultimate goal

7) Consummation: Hab. 2:14

GOD MADE IT THAT WAY—all intended to bring Him glory, to show forth His greatness, to make Him look good: Romans 11:33-36

c. WORSHIP is our response to His glory—mind, heart, lips, life

2. Psalms (e.g. 150)    (Hallelujah—command: Praise the Lord)

a. God inspired the Scrs.; in the Scrs. God is speaking to us

b. He’s saying: “Praise ME! Glorify ME! Honor ME!”

3. Seems selfish, egotistical, self-centered

a. for someone to seek his own glory

b. Humility is a Christian virtue!

c. Redemption: I thought He did it all for me, out of love for me
Some Perspectives (Why God is so concerned with His glory)

1. God is unique

a. Creator/created

b. Basis of worship: only HE is worthy (vs. idolatry)

c. In a different category than EVERYTHING ELSE (He MADE everything else)

d. Our best: taking appropriate place (not like Adam & Eve)

2. Nothing greater for Him to glorify!


couldn’t glorify something less, wouldn’t make sense

3. Our highest virtue is to value what is best.

a. virtue=deny worse things, value better things; not ourselves

“let him who boasts…”

b. what is better than God?

4. Remember  the incredible price He paid (His Son)—more glorified that way (glory from giving His best)

5. When we praise, we complete our joy.

a. a good meal

b. concert: applause celebrates the excellence

c. a relationship: “I love you, because you are …”—words of praise complete our joy

d. our joy, satisfaction in God NOT incompatible with His praise and glory—“God is most…” – problem: seek satisfaction in lesser things

“I want to be with you. I want to look into your eyes. I want to enjoy your beauty, your laughter, your gentleness, your wisdom.”

WHO among us would reply, “How selfish! All you think about is what YOU want, what will make You happy!”

NO, my delight HONORS the other person; and my praise complete the delight I feel when I’m with that person

So too with God: He is glorified by our delight and satisfaction in Him, seeing Him as our greatest treasure in life

AND our joy is made complete by giving Him all the honor He deserves, by letting Him be God and we being His grateful servants

And so HE gets all the glory, which ultimately is for OUR good too!
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