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An Eternal Gospel
The Gospel is a familiar concept to all true believers: Christ died for our sins and rose again, and offers forgiveness and eternal life to all those who entrust their lives an destinies to Him.
But if fact, the Scriptures use the term “Gospel” in ways which go beyond what we usually think of with the term. For example, in 2 Corinthians 4:4 we see that the Gospel not just the work of Christ, but the glory of Christ as well:

The god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
In Galatians 2:14, the “truth of the Gospel” is clearly seen to involve the new unity of Jews and Gentiles in the body of Christ:

But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the Gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, “If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?”
Most do not understand from Paul’s statement in Galatians 3:8 that Abraham was actually shown a detailed picture of the coming sacrificial work of Christ, yet Paul says he had the Gospel was preached to him:

The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the Gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you.”

A strange and enigmatic passage (beyond the scope of this paper to explore further), 1 Peter 4:6 speaks of the Gospel going to the dead:

For the Gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they are judged in the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God.                         

A final example, and the most relevant to our purposes here, is the account in Revelation 14:6-7:

And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal Gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people; and he said with a loud voice, “Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters.” 

Here the content of this “eternal Gospel” explicitly involves a three-fold command to fear God, to give God glory, and to worship God. This aspect of the Gospel, as a call to give God the glory and worship due His name, is the focus of our consideration.

The Lord Our Maker

The passage from Revelation 14 quoted above presents the God who is to be honored and worshiped as the one who is the Creator. That God is Creator is the most basic fact we can learn about God; in fact, it is of course the very first thing we learn about God in the Bible: Genesis 1:1 tells us that “in the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”
Understanding that God is the Creator is really foundational to understanding everything else. It means that everything else which exists does so because God called it into being; as has been said, “What is not God was made by God.” There is this fundamental distinction, then, between God and everything else which exists—because He made everything else which exists. The Old Testament give repeated testimony to the uniqueness of this Creator God:

O God, who is like You?  (Psalm 71:19)

O LORD, there is none like You, nor is there any God besides You.  (1 Chronicles 17:20)

There is no one like the Lord our God. (Exodus 8:10)

The LORD, He is God; there is no other besides Him. (Deut. 4:35)

There is none to compare with You.  (Ps. 40:5)
To whom then will you liken God?  Or what likeness will you compare with Him? . . .  “To whom then will you liken Me That I would be his equal?’ says the Holy One.”(Isaiah 40:18,25)

For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens . . . “I am the LORD, and there is none else.”   (Isaiah 45:18)
 “I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me.” (Isaiah 46:9)

“I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another.” (Isaiah 42:8)

True worship presupposes this fundamental distinction between Creator and the created order. 

“Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.”  (Revelation 4:12)

Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.  (Psalm 95:6)
In worship we are called upon to acknowledge before the Creator that “You are God; and I am not,” and that only He is worthy of our worship. The angel made that clear to the Apostle John:
I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things. But he said to me, “Do not do that!   I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God.” (Revelation 22:8-9; cf. 19:10)

Worship and the Fall

What we see in the fall is a direct challenge to the fundamental distinction between Creator and created, to the uniqueness of God’s glory. And this challenge actually goes back to the fall of Lucifer. The prideful attitude which led to this angelic being’s rebellion against his Maker is reflected in the reference to the “star of the morning” in Isaiah 14, according to many commentators. There we read:


You said in your heart,


“I will ascend to heaven;


I will raise my throne above the stars of God. (Isa 14:13)

And, most tellingly,


“I will make myself like the Most High.” (Isa 14:14)

In wanting equal status with God, Lucifer was thereby denying his appropriate station as a created being and seeking to usurp the unique authority and glory of God Himself.


When we come to the account of the fall in Genesis 3, we see Satan (in the guise of the serpent) dangling before Eve the very same supposed possibility:

The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not die? For God know that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Gen 3:4-5)
That was the essence of Satan’s lie: presuming that one could be like God. No one can be “like God;” as the Creator He is absolutely unique and in a class by Himself. The attempt to usurp His unique status lies at the root of the fall. We see this as well in Romans 1 (which, as has been pointed out, may been seen as Paul’s theological commentary on the events of Genesis 3
): 
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. For even though they knew God, they did not honor [glorify] Him as God or give thanks. (Rom 1:20-21)
Adam and Eve knew God, knew His power and glory, yet did not “glorify Him as God,” i.e., did not grant to Him or submit themselves to His unique station and status. In wanting to be like God, they denied Him the respect and homage He alone deserved. As John Piper has said, “the essence of sin is the belittling of God’s glory.” And they belittled His glory by robbing it of its claim to uniqueness. If God the Creator is not unique, He’s not God at all! So they were in fact rejecting Him as (their) God.


So Adam and Eve denied the fundamental distinction between Creator and created which, as we have seen, is the foundation of true worship. And so it is inevitable that, with a false presupposition about God, they would then turn to false worship.
 And that is in fact what happened, as Paul goes on to say:

Professing to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. . . . For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator. (Rom 1:22-23,25)
So we see that the central issue in the fall was one of worship:
 Whom are you going to worship? Who is worthy of your worship? In the fall, man said: “I am worthy to be “like God,”
 as well as these idols and creatures. I will pursue these things.” And so he proceeded to pursue all of these things in place of God and instead of giving Him His rightful place in his life. The clay said to the potter (to use the biblical image), in effect: “I can handle things on my own, thank you very much.” He did not glorify God as God or give thanks. As Carson has expressed it:

At the heart of the Fall is the self-love that destroys our God-centeredness. Implicitly, of course, all failure to worship God is . . . idolatry. Because we are finite, we will inevitably worship something or someone.

When confronted with the question, “Whom will you worship?” Adam and Eve made the wrong decision: they did not glorify God or give thanks, with dire consequences for the entire human race.
The Great Reversal

The Second Adam, on the other hand, when presented with essentially this same question, answered differently. The third of Satan’s temptations of Christ in Matthew’s account shows us this:

Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory; and he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.’ ” (Matt 4:8-10)

Jesus answered correctly the questions, “Whom will you worship?” “Who is worthy of your worship?” His reply: God, and God alone. He glorified God as God, acknowledging His uniqueness and glory. It is undoubtedly significant that this is the first occurrence of a term for “worship” in the New Testament.

Christ came to restore true worship


As our heritage from the first Adam is that of God-belittling self-worship, so our legacy from the second Adam is God-glorifying worship. He came to set things right. He is our model: we are to worship the Lord our God, and serve Him only. With Christ the fundamental distinction between Creator and created is reaffirmed, and with it the basis for true worship is restored.


Christ also restored true worship by reversing all of the effects of the fall which we have already seen in Romans 1. If the main issue in the fall was one of worship, then Christ’s climactic dealing with the fall and its effects must have as its aim to correct the false trajectory of worship which the fall entailed. And so, in terms of Romans 1, we see that Christ enables to:


to glorify God as God and give thanks (v. 21)


to exchange images for the glory of God (v. 23)


to exchange the lie for the truth of God (v. 25)

to worship and serve the Creator rather than the creature (v. 25)
In other words, Christ restored everything which the fall had corrupted.
 Tozer agrees:


Why did Christ come? Why was He conceived? Why was He born? Why was He crucified? Why did He rise again? Why is He now at the right hand of the Father?


The answer to all these questions is, “in order that He might make worshipers out of rebels; in order that He might restore us again to the place of worship we knew when we were first created.”


So we see that Christ came to restore true worship; He also came to call forth true worshipers, as we see in His conversation with the Samaritan woman:
“But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.” (John 4:23)

God seeks worshipers—those who will acknowledge His unique glory, bow before Him, and take their proper place in His created order.
The Gospel is a call to turn from false worship to true worship

If the issue in the fall was worship, and the issue in Christ’s redemptive work was the restoration of true worship, then the Gospel is an invitation to trade in our false worship for true worship. And not only an invitation: in Christ the Gospel if “the power of God unto salvation” (Romans 1:16) the power to reverse our descent into false worship and idolatry and turn instead to worship the one true God.

Too often we describe the Gospel only in negative terms (being saved from God’s wrath, turning from sin, escaping hell); it is certainly all these things, but also involves turning to something as well as away from something. When we receive the Gospel, we turn to God, but that necessarily involves turning from false worship to true worship. This is suggested by these words of Paul:
For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God. (1 Thess 1:9)
The Thessalonians rejected their former worship of idols and gave themselves and their worship to the Creator. Similarly, when the inhabitants of Lystra wanted to offer sacrifices to Paul and Barnabas as gods, the latter replied:

"Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of like nature with you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.”  (Acts 14:15)
Here we see again the themes from Romans 1: God is the Creator, the living God who alone is worthy of our worship; we are called by the “good news” (the Gospel) to turn away from “these vain things” (which in the context involved the worship of idols and of false gods (including Paul and Barnabas!). Similarly, Paul reports Jesus as saying at his conversion:

“I am sending you to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God.” (Acts 26:18)

The Gospel is a call to God-honoring worship


The angel’s proclamation of the “eternal Gospel,” as we have already makes it clear, involves a call to “worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters.” (Revel. 14:7) To Him the denizens of heaven proclaim, “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.” (Revel 4:11)


Because He is the Creator, He is worthy, and the only One worthy, of our worship. “Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised!” (Psalm 48:1) The Gospel is a call to God-honoring worship. Paul wrote to the Corinthians:
For all things are for your sakes, so that the grace which is spreading to more and more people may cause the giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God. (2 Cor 4:15)
God spreads His grace through the Gospel with the ultimate purpose that He might be glorified through the thanks of His redeemed people. In Ephesians 1, Paul enumerated the blessings of salvation, which redound “to the praise of His glorious grace” (6) and “to the praise of His glory” (12,14).

The Gospel is a call to draw near to God in worship

Drawing near to God in worship is clearly presented by the New Testament writers as a goal (if not the primary goal) of the Gospel; yes, the aim of the Gospel is that we receive Christ and trust in Him, but we do so that in Him we can enter into the holy presence of the Father. Our worship is always in and through Christ:
First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole world. (Rom 1:8)

 

And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. (Rom 5:11)

 

Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! (Rom 7:25)

 

To the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen. (Rom 16:27)

 

For as many as are the promises of God, in Him they are yes; therefore also through Him is our Amen to the glory of God through us. (2 Cor 1:20)

 

For through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. (Eph 2:18)

 

Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. (Col 3:17)

 

Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. (Heb 7:25)

 

Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. (Heb 13:15)

 

You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (1 Pet 2:5)

 

To the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. (Jude 1:25)
The writer of Hebrews sums up the blessing of access to God in worship which is the goal of the Gospel:

Therefore, brethren,

since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh,
and since we have a great priest over the house of God,
let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

Other New Testament writers make the same point:

For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God. (1 Pet 3:18a)
And He came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. For through Him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. (Ephes 2:17-18)


The glory of God is the ultimate end and goal of the Gospel and of our worship made possible through Christ and His Gospel:

“To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever.” (Revel 5:13)

“At the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Phil 2:10-11)

The refrain of Fanny Crosby’s Gospel hymn “To God Be the Glory” summarizes the point extremely well:




O come to the Father




through Jesus the Son




And give Him the glory:





great things He hath done!

The Gospel is a call to worldwide worship
The angel’s proclamation of the “eternal Gospel” in Revelation 14:6-7 is “to those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people.” The whole world is called to “fear God, and give Him glory, . . [and] worship Him” who is the Creator--the One solely deserving of worldwide worship, for He “made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of water.”
Conclusion


The words of Psalm 96 ring loud and clear about (a) our role, (b) our message and (c) our motivation:

(a) 
1 Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth!

2 Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day.  

(b)
3 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the 

peoples!

(c) 4 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above 

all gods.

5 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made 
the heavens.

God the Creator is unique in His glory and therefore alone worthy of worship. In the fall God’s claim to exclusive worship was usurped and rejected, and mankind embraced false worship. Christ came to undo the effects of the fall and to enable true worship once again. The Gospel then is a call to all mankind to come to the Father through Jesus Christ: a call to worship to the glory of God.
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� “In line with other New Testament passages, Revelation 14:6-7 suggests that evangelism may be viewed as a call to worship God appropriately.” (David Peterson, Engaging with God: A Biblical Theology of Worship (InterVarsity Press, 1992], p. 266)


� “It would appear that Paul, in describing the idolatry into which man has fallen, has deliberately chosen the terminology of the Creation story [in Romans 1:23]. . . . The language of Rom. 1:23 is not the only connexion, however, which this passage has with the early chapters of Genesis. In particular, the sequence of events outlined in Romans 1 reminds us of the story of Adam as it is told in Genesis 1--3. Of Adam it is supremely true that God manifested to him that which can be known of him (v. 19); that from the creation onwards, God’s attributes were clearly discernible to him in the things which had been made, and that he was thus without excuse (v. 20). Adam, above and before all men, knew God, but failed to honour him as God, and grew vain in his thinking and allowed his heart to be darkened (v.20). Adam’s fall was the result of his desire to be God, to attain the knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 3:5), so that, claiming to be wise, he in fact became a fool (v. 22). Thus he not only failed to give glory to God but, according to rabbinic tradition, himself lost the glory of God which was reflected in his face (v.23). In believing the serpent’s lie that his action would not lead to death (Gen. 3:4) he turned His back on the truth of God, and he obeyed, and thus gave his allegiance to a creature, the serpent, rather than to the Creator (v. 25). Adam, certainly, knew God’s dikaioma (cf. Rom. 5:12-14); by eating the forbidden fruit he not only broke that dikaioma, but also consented with the action of Eve, who had already taken the fruit (v. 32). . . . It would appear from this remarkable parallelism that Paul's account of man’s wickedness has been deliberately stated in terms of the Biblical narrative of Adam's fall.” (M.D. Hooker, “Adam in Romans 1” NTS 6: 300-301)


� They also did not “give thanks.” Instead of showing gratitude for all God had given them, they desired and took the one thing He had forbade them. “When we cease to be thankful, we assert either our independence of God, or the inadequacy of the bounty of god, and usually both at once. . . . that unthankfulness which is of the essence of sin.” (Nicholls, Jacob’s Ladder, 46-47)


� See Ron Man, “False and True Worship in Romans 1,” Bibliotheca Sacra 157 [Jan.-March 2000]:26-34. Also at � HYPERLINK "http://www.deopolis.com/worshipresources/Articles/tabid/1557/default.aspx" ��www.deopolis.com/worshipresources/Articles/tabid/1557/default.aspx�.  


� “The fundamental problem with the human race, according to Romans 1—3, is . . . a failure of worship which leads to, but is itself deeper than, the multiple failures of human living.”  (N. T. Wright, Freedom and Framework, Spirit and Truth: Recovering Biblical Worship [lecture delivered at Calvin College January 11, 2002])


� “What poor Adam could not see was that like God he already was as like God as ever a creature could be. . . .  In his vain search to rise above his God-appointed station he succeeded only in bringing down the human race into sin. . . . Adam’s folly lay in believing he could ever rise higher than his human station.  There is no higher station open to any creature.” (Nigel M. de S. Cameron, Complete in Christ, 110-111.


� Carson, Worship by the Book, 34.


� In fact, the same Greek word as here (proskune,w) has already been used in Matthew 2:2,8,11; but the use there probably reflects its “homage or respect paid to royalty,” since there is no indication that the Magi (nor Herod) considered a divine being to be in view, but rather the “King of the Jews” (2:2). Matthew is the first context where proskune,w is used unequivocally of worship.


� We might thus reverently paraphrase Romans 1:18-25 to reflect the changes which the work of Christ has effected: For the grace of God is revealed from heaven to fallen and sinful men who have accepted the truth of the Gospel, to those whom God has drawn to Himself. For now not only is the power and majesty of God evident through what has been made, but He has also revealed his love, mercy, compassion, and grace through the redemptive work of Jesus Christ His Son, so that men may be saved. And now they not only know God, but they also honor Him as God and give thanks, their minds filled with thoughts of Him and their hearts filled with devotion to Him; acknowledging themselves to be fools, they became wise, and exchanged images and false objects of worship for the glory of the incorruptible God. Therefore God indwelled their renewed hearts with His Spirit unto purity, so that they might present their bodies as living and holy sacrifices unto Him. For they exchanged a lie for the truth of God, and now worship and serve the Creator rather than the creature, to the glory of His name. Amen.


� A.W. Tozer, Worship: The Missing Jewel, reprint ed., (Camp Hill PA: Christian Publications, 1992), 19.


� The Greek word here translated “draw near” (prose,rcomai) was a technical term in the LXX for the approach to God in worship. (Cf. also Hebrews 7:25)





