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Convergent, or blended, worship refers to the mixing and blending of both historic and contemporary expressions of worship into a diverse mosaic of praise which enfranchises and encourages the participation of all of God’s people. Some congregations have gone this route as they have tired of providing multiple choices and dividing the congregation along generational or preferential lines.

Arguments may of course be made for both approaches (multiple service styles vs. a single blended format). Below are biblical principles which support blended worship:

1. The Nature of God: God Himself exists in community, the ultimate expression of unity in diversity.  Father, Son and Holy Spirit enjoy an eternal bond of love and fellowship; they are one in essence, glory and purpose, yet with distinct roles. 
“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.

And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening

and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.

And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.’”

(Mark 1:9-11)
2. The Nature of the Church: The Body of Christ is itself blended. There is room in the church for people of all races, nationalities, ages, backgrounds and temperaments. The connecting thread is the redemptive work of Christ in our lives.
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man

 there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

(Galatians 3:28)

3. The Goal of the Church: Unity in Christ. The goal of the church is a unity which only the Holy Spirit can engender, molding a disparate people into one in purpose and love for the Lord.

“Walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called,

with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,

 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
(Ephesians 4:1-3)

4. The Goal of Worship: Worship is for God.  The issue in worship is not our pleasure, or our preferences, or our comfort, but rather the honor and praise of God. We should never presume to know conclusively what God does and not does find acceptable in the worship of Him.

“Praise Him with trumpet sound . . . .  with lute and harp . . . . with tambourine and dance . . . .

with strings and pipe . . . . with sounding cymbals . . . .  with loud clashing cymbals!

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!”

(Psalm 150:3-6)

5. God’s Perspective: He loves diversity. This is seen in His works of creation, and in the world of people He has made. Down through the centuries, and all around the world today, we find incredible variety in worship—in its forms, styles, music, dress, architecture, etc. We can see what a wide variety of expressions He has accepted when they are offered to His glory.

“Be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,

singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart.”

(Ephesians 5:18-19)

6. God’s Priority: The heart of the worshiper.  He is much, much more concerned about the heart attitude of the worshiper than He is about the outward expression, form or style.

“To love Him with all the heart and with all the understanding

and with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself,  is much more

than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

(Mark 12:33)

7. The New Testament Warrant: No one right way.  The New Testament does not prescribe one form or style of worship for all churches. The absence of detailed guidelines suggests that God allows for considerable freedom in shaping worship to fit a particular local congregation. There are definitely consistent biblical principles which must shape and guide our worship, yet there is latitude as well.

“But the hour is coming, and is now here,

when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth,

for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.” (John 4:23)
8. A Higher Calling: The common good.  Rather than taking the comparatively easy way out by dividing the congregation along the lines of worship preference, there is something to be said for  God’s people committing ourselves to listen to one another and learn from another and tolerate one another’s worship tastes in the name of Christ. This is an exercise in true spirituality and discipleship in the body of Christ, as believers purpose with God’s help to fulfill Paul’s mandates to “give preference to one another in honor” (Rom 12:10) and to “consider one another more important than ourselves” (Phil 2:3). God will grow us in maturity as a body as we joyfully make concessions to one another for the common good.

This is not a new idea: in fact, from the very beginning of the church, we see Jews and Gentiles (as diverse a pairing as you will find anywhere!) joined together in the church. Not that the way was easy even back then—even in churches which had Paul for a teacher! Indeed, they struggled to respect and love one another in gathered worship and in congregational life. Ultimately of course only the Spirit can produce and preserve true unity in the Church (Ephes 4:3). That unity is crucial if the church is to serve the glory of God and spread the gospel.

“May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you

to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus,

that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
(Romans 15:5-6)
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