TOWARDS A CHRISTOLOGY OF WORSHIP

1.  The living Christ is present in our midst when we gather for worship.

“In the midst of the congregation I will sing Your praise” (Heb 2:12b).
2.  Only in and through Christ can we enter into God’s presence in worship.

“There is one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim 2:5).
3.  Our worship is pleasing and acceptable to God not because of its own excellence, but because of (and only because of) the excellence of His Son.
God accepts and delights in our worship, not because of our efforts or our artistry or even our spirituality, but because of the Son’s continual offering of worship in our place and on our behalf.
4.  The Word of God, by which Christ proclaims His Father’s name to His brethren, deserves priority and centrality in our worship.

“I will declare Your Name to My brethren” (Heb 2:12a).

“How are they to believe in Him Whom they have never heard? . . . Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Rom 10:14, 17).
5.  The corporate praise of God’s people, led by Christ Himself, is an integral and crucial part of the gathering of the church.

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs; with grace singing to God in your hearts” (Col 3:16).

6.  No matter how they may differ in the externals, all true expressions of worship share in common that they are led and mediated by Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit.

“Through Him [Christ] we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father” (Ephes 2:18).
“For we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh” (Phil. 3:3).
7.  When we preach or lead worship– we do so representing Christ whose ministry it is. He’s the preacher; He’s the worship leader.

“I will declare Your name to My brethren; and in the midst of the congregation I will sing Your praise” (Heb 2:12).
8.  Because Christ leads us in our worship, we can enter boldly and confidently into God’s presence.

“Therefore . . . since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God” (Heb 10:19-22).

9.  By His grace God has provided in Christ the worship He requires of us.

“Grant me what You command, and command what You will” (Augustine, Confessions X,31).

10.  Our singing Savior shows us the appropriateness and necessity of our own songs of praise.

 “In the midst of the congregation I will sing Your praise” (Heb 2:12b).
“I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name” (Rom 15:9).

If Christ our Mediator deems it fitting to sings the Father’s praises in the midst of the congregation (Hebrews 2:12) and among the nations (Romans 15:9), how can we do less?

11.  We need to repent of doing worship in our own strength.

“Through, with and in Christ we turn away in penitential self-denial from our own acts of worship and prayer in order to rest in the worship and prayer which our Saviour has already offered and continues to offer to the Father on our behalf” (Thomas Torrance, “The Mind of Christ in Worship,” 211-12).
Conclusion

All true worship is in and through and by Jesus Christ. This is a supremely unifying understanding of Christian worship in all times and places and styles and forms.
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