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Through the writings and influence of John Piper and others, I have gained a new appreciation for the critical importance of a intensely God-centered view of life and ministry; out of this perspective grow a number of principles which govern my view of life, ministry, the church, and the work of missions.

Principle 1.  All things exist for the furtherance and display of the glory of God. (Isaiah 42:8; 43:6-7; 66:18; Psalm 19:1; 72:18-19; Phil. 2:10-11; Rev. 21:23)

Principle 2.  Therefore the ultimate purpose of ministry and missions is to see God’s glory manifested among the peoples of all nations. (Psalm 96:3)

Principle 3.  As believers and as Christian workers we must keep before us the glory of God as our explicit goal in all of our life and work.

Principle 4.  What we are offering to unbelievers is ultimately not fellowship, a place in the church, a sense of belonging or meaning, or a ticket to heaven  (all of these important, but secondary) -- rather we are offering God Himself.

Principle 5.  What unbelievers must respond to is the glory and majesty and beauty of God, once the Holy Spirit has brought them to desire and value this above all else.

Principle 6.  It stands to reason that we as Christians must ourselves desire and value the glory and majesty and beauty of God above all else, if we are to legitimately offer that to others; we must make that a priority so that we can minister out of delight in God rather than duty.

Principle 7.  Worship, in its broadest as well as its most localized understanding, simply means to recognize, embrace, proclaim and celebrate the glory of God.

Principle 8.  Local churches must first of all be worshiping churches so that God has first place in our attention and in our affections, and is thus duly honored.  

Principle 9.  Corporate worship, because of its purely vertical nature [Piper: "Of all Christian activities, only one is an end in itself--worship."], will in turn feed a God-centered perspective on life and ministry, as it builds confidence in God and hence dependence on Him.

Principle 10.  The church's outreach must have a God-centered motivation-- i.e. to glorify Him by winning more worshipers for God; and its edification activities must similarly seek His glory by  developing better, more whole-hearted worshipers for God.

Principle 11.  A deep-seated love for the glory of God and satisfaction with all that He wants to be for us in Jesus will be our most attractive and powerful testimony. 

