Let the Nations Be Glad:

The Supremacy of God in Missions

(2nd ed.; Baker, 2003)
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From the time John Piper (Pastor for Preaching at Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis) shook up a missions conference at Western Seminary in Portland, Oregon in the early nineties by declaring that missions was not the main purpose of the church, his emphasis that missions is a vital means to a more glorious end (worshipers from all nations) has become well known and well taken. Indeed, from the very first paradigm-shattering words of the book (see below) Piper lays out this view; indeed, the Lord used these words to transform this writer’s view of God, missions and worship, and indeed the entire first chapter of the book is an excellent summary of his view of the priority of worship as the ultimate goal and trajectory of all life and ministry (including missions). And in the second edition he adds a chapter (chap. 7) expounding on his view of worship as something far bigger than Sunday morning services (in order to clarify his insistence on worship being the Church’s ultimate goal).

Other chapters on prayer and suffering contribute also to Piper’s God-centered, Word-saturated treatment of missions—and the whole endeavor succeeds remarkably in demonstrating the book’s subtitle: “The Supremacy of God in Missions.” Missions is His work (in which we get to participate by grace) which He will sovereignly accomplish to His everlasting glory. 

EXCERPTS FROM CHAPTER I

“Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. Missions exists because worship doesn't. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man. When this age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of God, missions will be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But worship abides forever.

“Worship, therefore, is the fuel and goal in missions. It's the goal of missions because in missions we simply aim to bring the nations into the white-hot enjoyment of God's glory. The goal of missions is the gladness of the peoples in the greatness of God. ‘The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad!’ (Psalm 97:1). ‘Let the peoples praise Thee, O God; let all the peoples praise Thee! Let the nations be glad and sing for joy!’ (Psalm 67:3-4).

“But worship is also the fuel of missions. Passion for God in worship precedes the offer of God in preaching. You can't commend what you don't cherish.”  (p. 17)

“God is pursuing with omnipotent passion a worldwide purpose of gathering joyful worshipers for himself from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. He has an inexhaustible enthusiasm for the supremacy of His name among the nations. Therefore let us bring our affections into line with His, and, for the sake of His name, let us renounce the quest for worldly comforts, and join His global purpose.”  (p. 43)

