EVANGELICAL WORSHIP

AND THE ROLE OF THE SEMINARY
I. The Priority of Worship

A. “After faith we can do no greater work than o praise, preach, sing, and in every way laud and magnify God’s glory, honor, and name.”  (Martin Luther)

B. “The Christian church exists to worship God first of all. Everything else must come second or third or fourth or fifth.”  (A.W. Tozer)

C. “If God is to be first in our life, worship must get top priority.”  (Bruce Leafblad)

D. Worship: The Ultimate Priority  (John MacArthur)

E. “I am absolutely convinced that [worship] is the highest priority in God’s Word.”  (David Jeremiah)

F. “Any genuine reformation in our time must be one which recovers the highest priority of the church both in heaven and on earth, the worship of God!”  (John Armstrong)

G.  “The ultimate end for which God created man is to see God’s glory and worship Him fully.”  (John Piper)

II. Historical Background

A. New Testament

B. Ritualism, Sacramentalism

C. Luther, Calvin, Zwingli

D. Revivalism

1. 19th Century

2. DTS in that tradition (“Preach the Word!”)

E. Prophetic Call  (A.W. Tozer)

F. Revival/Reformation of Worship

1. Evangelical voices

a. Ralph Martin

b. Ron Allen & Gordon Borror

b. Bruce Leafblad

c. Robert Webber

3. Other influences

a. Charismatic movement

b. Vatican II

III. Present Situation

A. Unprecedented attention given to worship

1. Recorded and printed musical materials

2. Books, articles; magazines devoted solely to worship

3. Conferences, seminars

4. Genuine worship!

B. Greatest cause of strife and division in the Church today!

1. Division between young and old

2. Division over styles, instruments, volume, etc.

3. Tension, rancor, even church splits

4. One pastor: “No one has it figured out.”

5. 
Conflict between senior pastors and worship pastors (on role of worship)

C. Greatest Need: Clear teaching on the biblical and theological foundations of 

worship.

1. The glory of God

2. Worship is for God
3. The priority of worship in the life of the church

4. The NT concept of “whole-life” worship (Rom. 12:1)

5. Biblical humility and deference as operating principles

IV. Discussion: What Seminaries should do

A. The Need

1. To prepare pastors who understand the importance and role of worship

It is still very common for pastors to see music/worship as merely the preliminaries to the sermon. This robs God’s people of a full response to God and His Word and a full expression of what they were created (and re-created in Christ) to be and to do. It also reveals a defective view of Christ’s full role in worship: not just as mediating God’s presence to man through the Holy Spirit, but also as our High Priest enabling us to enter into His communion with the Father.  

2. To prepare theologically grounded pastors of worship for churches. (The demand far exceeds the supply.)

3. To provide more and better teaching on the foundations of worship to the

seminary constituency.

4. To serve the Church at large by bringing seminary distinctives and strengths to bear on the issues surrounding worship today. (The Church will worship—and we can honor God by helping that worship to be as biblical as possible.) 

B. Others’ View of the Need

1. “How shall we bring a new commitment to biblically principled music  making for worship? The key is transformational leadership. . . . Music ministry is a spiritual ministry. To do it properly involves knowledge of Scripture, knowledge of music, and knowledge of culture. It is a substantial task of integration and contextualization. The church’s neglect of producing leaders of worship music that have such skills of integration has resulted in principles alien to the Scriptures controlling much of the music marketed to the church today. Bible Colleges and Seminaries must address the need for leaders in the area of musical worship.”  (Christopher Shelt, “Toward a Biblical Theology of Music in Worship,” Reformed Theological Review 55 (1996):79-80) 

2. See attached pages from James A. White, “The Missing Jewel of the Evangelical Church”

C. Some Seminaries’ Efforts

1. Southern Baptist Theological Seminary (Louisville): changed department name to School of Church Music and Worship (1998); new Institute for Christian Worship (2000)
2. Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary: new Masters of Arts in Worship Leadership

3. Liberty University Worship Institute (Master of Arts in Religion with a specialization in worship Studies)

4. Fuller Theological Seminary: Center for Worship and the Arts
5. Calvin Theological Seminary: Calvin Institute of Christian Worship (see attached pages)

6. Western Seminary (Portland): Master of Divinity with Worship & Music Specialization (discontinued)

